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Ignatius A. Few

The First President of  Emory College, 
Oxford, GA.

Born April 11, 1789
in Columbia County, GA and
died November 21, 1845.

Son of  Major Ignatius Few (Patriot 
Army, Revolutionary War) and Mary 
Candler.

.



Ignatius A. Few

The First President of  Emory College, 
Oxford, GA.

Born April 11, 1789
in Columbia County, GA and
died November 21, 1845.

Son of  Major Ignatius Few (Patriot 
Army, Revolutionary War) and Mary 
Candler.

Few was therefore cousin of  
Asa Griggs Candler...

.



Asa griggs candler

…the founder of  the 
Coca-Cola Company. 
Asa Griggs Candler 
famously presented a 
personal check for 
$1,000,000 to found 
Emory University in 
Atlanta in 1914.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
his brother, Bishop 
Warren Akin Candler, 
was elected first 
Chancellor of  the 
relocated university.

.

Image courtesy of the Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives, and Rare Book Library, Emory University



Ignatius A. Few

Few’s grave marker, Oxford Cemetery



Few Memorial Inscription



Few Memorial: minister, patron of 
education and learning, and patriot



Methodism: few in savannah
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above all, though, few was a mason
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Ignatius A Few

Charles W. Moore 
(ed.), “Masonic 

Intelligence,” The 
Freemasons’ Monthly 
Magazine, Vol. IX 

no. 11, Boston: 1850



Ignatius A Few

“Masonic Intelligence” 
November 1850 

(pp. 58–9)
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Georgia’s Grand Master

William C. Dawson
1798–1856

Georgia Grand Master
1843–1856



"We are called on to announce 
the decease of  one of  Georgia’s 
most honored citizens of  public 
station and renown, and one 
who had worn fitly and faithfully 
the highest honors of  the State. 
The Hon. William Crosby 
Dawson expired at an early 
hour on Tuesday, the 6th inst., at 
his residence in Greensboro, Ga., 
of  an attack of  bilious cholic.”

Charleston Courier
(8 May 1856), p. 2



Greene County Courthouse 
Greensboro, GA, built 1849, 
with marker dedicated to 
William C. Dawson



San Marino Lodge No. 34 Original 1849 
Lodge Room
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San Marino Lodge No. 34

Masonic Intelligence
November 1850 (p. 59)



James “Jimmy” Moore, 
Secretary of 

San Marino Lodge No. 34. 
F. & A. M.

Greensboro, GA.
First chartered 1831



San Marino Lodge No. 34



San Marino Lodge Minutes 1846



San Marino Lodge Minutes 1849 



Golden Fleece Lodge no. 6, Covington, GA
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Golden Fleece Lodge No. 6, Covington, GA



Petition to form “few Lodge”



Ignatius A. Few

• Few belonged to the Golden Fleece Lodge No. 6, Covington, GA
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Ignatius A. Few

• Few belonged to the Golden Fleece Lodge No. 6, Covington, GA

• Affiliated into Golden Fleece on December 1st, 1838

• Co-affiliates, Reuben Ranson

• Harmong Lamar, uncle of…



L.Q.C. Lamar

• Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar (September 
17, 1825 – January 23, 1893) from Mississippi. 
United States Representative and Senator, served 
as United States Secretary of  the Interior in the 
first administration of  President Grover 
Cleveland, and as Associate Justice of  the U.S. 
Supreme Court.



L.Q.C. Lamar

• Lamar married Virginia Longstreet, the daughter 
of  Augustus Baldwin Longstreet, Few’s successor 
as president of  Emory College.



Augustus Baldwin Longstreet and Ole 
Miss

In 1849, Longstreet was elected president of  Ole Miss by its Board of  Trustees, dominated by Past Grand 
Master (1826–1837, 1840, 1845 & 1846) of  Mississippi, Governor John A. Quitman, and future Grand 
Master (1852), James M. Howry. Ole Miss’s earliest badge, adopted by the same Board members in 1845, 
was the all-seeing Eye of  Providence.

Allen Cabaniss, The University of Mississippi: Its First Hundred Years, 2nd edn (Hattiesburg: U & CP of Mississippi, 1971), pp. 7–8



Augustus Baldwin Longstreet and Ole 
Miss

In 1849, Longstreet was elected president of  Ole Miss by its Board of  Trustees, dominated by Past Grand 
Master (1826–1837, 1840, 1845 & 1846) of  Mississippi, Governor John A. Quitman, and future Grand 
Master (1852), James M. Howry. Ole Miss’s earliest badge, adopted by the same Board members in 1845, 
was the all-seeing Eye of  Providence.

Allen Cabaniss, The University of Mississippi: Its First Hundred Years, 2nd edn (Hattiesburg: U & CP of Mississippi, 1971), pp. 7–8

Originally adopted in 1782 as part of  the reverse 
blazon of  the Great Seal of  the United States 
and celebrated on the US dollar bill. By the early 
1800s, however, the All-Seeing Eye had become 
a common masonic visual signifier.



Augustus Baldwin Longstreet and Ole 
Miss

In 1849, Longstreet was elected president of  Ole Miss by its Board of  Trustees, dominated by Past Grand 
Master (1826–1837, 1840, 1845 & 1846) of  Mississippi, Governor John A. Quitman, and future Grand 
Master (1852), James M. Howry. Ole Miss’s earliest badge, adopted by the same Board members in 1845, 
was the all-seeing Eye of  Providence.

Allen Cabaniss, The University of Mississippi: Its First Hundred Years, 2nd edn (Hattiesburg: U & CP of Mississippi, 1971), pp. 41 & 63

Longstreet invited his son-in-law L.Q.C. Lamar to join 
him at Ole Miss in 1852 (which he did as professor of  
mathematics for 1 year). Lamar later returned (1860) 
and became chair of  governmental science and law 
(1867) in the Ole Miss School of  Law.



Augustus Baldwin 
Longstreet

Augustus Baldwin Longstreet 
was also a respected 
Greensboro Courthouse lawyer, 
later judge. In 1838, Longstreet 
entered the Methodist ministry. 
With the Rev. Dr. Alexander 
Means, Longstreet helped 
found the Southern Masonic 
Female College in Covington 
(1853-81), the larger town 
bordering the southernmost 
edge of  Oxford. 



Rev. Bro. Alexander Means

Alexander Means, clergyman, inventor, 
and poet born Statesville, North Carolina,  
February 6, 1801, died in Oxford, GA, 
June 5, 1883. Licensed to preach in the 
Methodist Church in 1828, Means was the 
first superintendent of  the Manual Labor 
School (1834-1838), professor of  natural 
science (1838-1846), and president of  
Emory College (1854-1855); president of  
the Southern Masonic Female College in 
Covington, GA (1853). Means was the 
Confederacy's official inspector of  
munitions during the Civil War.



Covington, GA, Southern Masonic Female 
College



Covington’s Southern Masonic Female 
College

Keystone honors locket awarded to 15-year-old Hattie 
Ingalls, one of  10 graduates, Southern Masonic Female 
College, Covington, 1860. Back of  locket bears lambskin 
apron, Square and Compasses, and all-seeing eye.

www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com

https://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/heir-of-locket-from-southern-masonic-female-college.html


Covington’s Southern Masonic Female 
College



GUSTAVUS J. ORR

One 1848 Southern Masonic Female College faculty member was Gustavus J. Orr, 
who, in 1849, occupied Emory College’s Chair of  Mathematics.

Orr was appointed Secretary of  Education for Georgia in 1872 and is credited with 
creating Georgia’s public education system. 

Information  derived from Emory University  thesis by Thomas A. Hart, Contributions of Gustavus J. Orr to Education in Georgia (1933)



April 2013: Disaster



The Aftermath



The Displaced Capstone



Ignatius A Few

Masonic Intelligence 
November 1850 (p. 59)



San Marino Lodge N0. 34 Rededicate The 
Few memorial 2014



Oxford College of Emory University


