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WORKING TOOLS FROM EMULATION RITUAL

Emulation is the name of a craft lodge ritual used in England and elsewhere about
the world in the English stream of Masonry. It was produced by the Lodge of
Reconciliation, formed following the union of the Antients and Moderns Grand
Lodges in 1813. It was approved and confirmed by the United Grand Lodge of
England in June of 1816. The following are the working tools and their explanation

from the Emulation Working.

Entered Apprentice Degree. | now present to you the working tools of an Entered

Apprentice Freemason: they are the 24-inch Gauge, the common Gavel, and Chisel.
The 24-inch Gauge is to measure our work, the common Gavel to knock off all
superfluous knobs and excrescences, and the Chisel to further smooth and prepare
the stone and render it fit for the hands of the more expert workman. But, as we are
not all operative Masons, but rather free and accepted or speculative, we apply
these tools to our morals. In this sense, the 24-in Gauge represents the twenty-four
hours of the day, part to be spent in prayer to Almighty God, part in labour and
refreshment, and part in serving a friend or Brother in time of need, without
detriment to ourselves or connections. The common Gavel represents the force of
conscience, which should keep down all vain and unbecoming thoughts which might
obtrude during any of the aforementioned periods, so that our words and actions
may ascend unpolluted to the Throne of Grace. The Chisel points out to us the
advantages of education, by which means alone we are rendered fit members of

regularly organised Society.

Fellow Craft Degree. | now present to you the working tools of a Fellow Craft

Freemason: they are the Square, Level and Plumb Rule. The Square is to try, and
adjust rectangular corners of buildings, and assist in bringing rude matter into due
form; the Level to lay levels and prove horizontals; the Plumb Rule to try, and adjust
uprights while fixing them on their proper bases. But as we are not all operative
Masons, but rather free and accepted, or speculative, we apply these tools to our
morals. In this sense, the Square teaches morality, the Level equality, and the Plumb
Rule justness and uprightness of life and actions. Thus by square conduct, level

steps, and upright intentions we hope to ascend to those immortal mansions



whence all goodness emanates.

Master Mason Degree. | now present to you the working tools of a Master Mason:

they are the Skirret, Pencil and Compass. The Skirret is an implement which acts on
a centre pin, whence a line is drawn to mark out ground for the foundation of the
intended structure. With the Pencil the skilful artist delineates the building in a draft
or plan for the instruction and guidance of the workmen. The Compasses enable
him with accuracy and precision to ascertain and determine the limits and
proportions of its several parts. But as we are not all operative Masons but free and
accepted, or speculative, we apply these tools to our morals. In this sense, the
Skirret points out that straight and undeviating line of conduct laid down for our
pursuit in the Volume of Sacred Law; the Pencil teaches us that our words and
actions are observed and recorded by the Almighty Architect, to Whom we must
give an account of our conduct through life; the Compasses remind us of His
unerring and impartial justice, Who, having defined for our instruction the limits of
good and evil, will reward or punish as we have obeyed or disregarded His Divine
commands. Thus the working tools of a Master Mason teach us to bear in mind, and
act according to, the laws of our Divine Creator, that, when we shall be summoned
from this sublunary abode, we may ascend to the Grand Lodge above, where the

world’s Great Architect lives and reigns for ever.



